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GENERAL INFORMATION
ABOUT THE OVERALL
PROGRAMME AND
LOCATION

GLOBAL SOLAR CERTIFICATION NETWORK, GSCN
SOLAR KEYMARK NETWORK, SKN
SOLAR HEATING ARAB MARK AND CERTIFICATION INITIATIVE, SHAMCI
 
PLENARY AND WORKING GROUP MEETINGS 2020

Meeting venue
Hotel Laico Tunis Spa 
& Conference Center
 
Avenue Mohamed V 
Place Des Droits De L'Homme
1080 Tunis
Tunisia
 
Phone: +216 70 244 420
Website: http://laicotunis.com-tunisia.com/en/
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Keynote presentation by Mr Daniel Mugnier, Chairman of the IEA Solar
Heating and Cooling Programme. The keynote presentation will be followed by a
discussion panel. 
 
Background information on this event: 
Monday’s activities are part of the supporting programme and will
give an overview of the global trends and developments as well as the current
status of the solar thermal sector in Tunisia. Speakers include international as
well as national experts from the energy sector, laboratories, and international
organisations. The event includes a trade fair, where laboratories,
manufacturers, government agencies, research institutes, and international
organisations present their work and services.
Translation (English-French) will be provided at the event.
 
For more information, see the draft programme.
→ Register here for the event.
Please register by 18 February 2020.
 
 

SUPPORTING PROGRAMME & SOCIAL EVENTS
 
MONDAY, 9 MARCH 2020
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE SOLAR THERMAL SECTOR IN THE MAGHREB REGION

On the keynote speaker
Daniel Mugnier manages the innovation department of TECSOL – one of the leading French solar
engineering companies – and is involved in numerous research  and development (R & D) projects
in the solar thermal sector at the national, European, and international level. He is also the author
of several publications on solar energy and has held presentations on this subject at international
conferences. Mr Mugnier is currently Chairman of the International Energy Agency’s Solar Heating
and Cooling Programme. He has professional experience in engineering solar thermal systems for
large domestic hot water applications and, above all, solar heating and cooling systems.

MONDAY, 9 MARCH 2020
WELCOME DINNER
 
Hosted by PTB and Tunisian partners 
Restaurant: El Mrabet [located in Tunis’ ancient medina]
Dinner starts at 19.30 | Departure time to restaurant: 19.00
Meeting place: Reception of Hotel Laico Tunis Spa & Conference Center
 
→ Register here for the event.
Please register by 18 February 2020.

FRIDAY, 13 MARCH 2020
LABORATORY EXCURSIONS TO CTMCCV AND CRTEN
 
Hosted by the Tunisian partner laboratories CTMCCV and CRTEn
Departure time to laboratories: 14.00
Meeting place: Reception of Hotel Laico Tunis Spa & Conference Center 
 
→ Register here for the event.
Please register by 18 February 2020. 
 
If places are still available, you may also register for the laboratory
excursions on-site in Tunis.

https://www.ptb.de/cms/index.php?id=19030&L=0
https://www.ptb.de/cms/en/ptb/fachabteilungen/abt9/fb-93/veranstaltungen/registration-for-the-welcome-dinner-el-mrabet-tunis-9-march-2020.html
https://www.ptb.de/cms/index.php?id=19028&L=0


Recommended hotels within walking distance of the venue
 
Hotel Belvédère Fourati 
approx. 1.6 km to Hotel Laico Tunis Spa & Conference Center
approx. 75€/night (reduced rate for PTB, b&b)
 
10 Avenue Des Etats Unis, Tunis 1002
Phone: +216 71 783 133
Website: http://www.hotelbelvederetunis.com/en/home/
 
PTB can offer special rates at the Hotel Belvédère Fourati. If you would like to book a room at this
hotel at the above-mentioned special rate, please get in touch with PTB project assistant 
Ms Sonja Dumke: sonja.dumke@ptb.de, phone: +49 531 5928248
 
 

ACCOMMODATION
 

Hotel Laico Tunis Spa & Conference Center (meeting venue)
approx. 107€/night (b&b)
 
Avenue Mohamed V, Place Des Droits De L'Homme
Phone: +216 70 244 420
Website: http://laicotunis.com-tunisia.com/en/
 
 
Hotel Ibis Tunis 
approx. 600 m to Hotel Laico Tunis Spa & Conference Center
approx. 74€/night (b&b)
 
Rue De Syrie, 1002 Tunis
Phone: +216 71 830 300
Website: http://ibis-tunis.tunis-hotels-tn.com/en/
 

Hotel Ambassadeur 
approx. 1.8 km to Hotel Laico Tunis Spa & Conference Center
approx. 48€/night (b&b)
 
75, Avenue Taieb M'Hiri, 1002 Tunis 
Phone: +216 71 846 000
Website: http://ambassadeurs-hotel.tn/en/
 

Novotel Tunis 
approx. 600 m to Hotel Laico Tunis Spa & Conference Center
approx. 170€/night (b&b)
 
Avenue Mohamed V Place Des Droits De L'Homme
Phone: +216 71 830 500
Website: http://novotel-tunis-mohamed-v.tunis-hotels-tn.com/en/
 

Hotel Carlton 
approx. 1.4 km to Hotel Laico Tunis Spa & Conference Center
approx. 61€/night (b&b)
 
31 Ave Habib Bourguiba, 1001 Tunis 
Phone: +216 71 330 644
Website: http://www.hotelcarltontunis.com/

http://www.hotelbelvederetunis.com/en/home/
http://laicotunis.com-tunisia.com/en/
http://ibis-tunis.tunis-hotels-tn.com/en/
http://ambassadeurs-hotel.tn/en/
http://www.hotelcarltontunis.com/


General information about Tunisia
Tunisia (officially the Republic of Tunisia) is a country in the Maghreb region of
North Africa and home to more than 11.5 million people. Geographically, the
country is dominated by the Atlas Mountains in the north and the Sahara
Desert in the south. Its capital, Tunis, is located on its north-east coast, the
Mediterranean coast. 
 
Language
Three languages are primarily used in Tunisia: the local Tunisian dialect, Arabic,
and French. The majority of Tunisians are fluent in French, which is also used
on shop signs, menus, and road signs, together with Modern Standard Arabic.
Amongst young generations and in urban centres, people are often also fluent
in English. 
 
Meeting place: Tunis 
The Tunisian capital is a modern metropolis and a major historic city. The
greater metropolitan area of Tunis, often called “Grand Tunis”, has about 2.7
million inhabitants, making it the third-largest city in the Maghreb region after
Casablanca and Algiers. Its geographical location, between the Western and
Eastern Mediterranean, between Africa and Europe, gives it a leading
administrative, commercial and financial role on the continent. The area has
been connecting Europe and Africa for centuries: Carthage, Latin Carthago, was
a great city of antiquity on Africa’s northern coast and is now a residential
suburb of Tunis. Designated a UNESCO World Heritage site, visitors can also
find numerous ancient buildings in the city’s medina. 
 
Travelling to Tunis
Most international flights arrive at Tunis Carthage International Airport, which is
located 7 km away from the event venue (roughly a 15 minute drive by car,
depending on the traffic). The easiest way to get from the airport to the event
venue or to your hotel is by taxi, which can usually be booked by the hotel
where you are staying. 
 
Transportation in Tunis
Bus, train, and metro fares are relatively inexpensive, but the city’s public
transport is usually not very convenient for travellers who do not know their
way around. We strongly recommend that you book a taxi when you reserve
your hotel room. This taxi will pick you up from the airport and take you to your
hotel. In this document, you will also find several recommendations for hotels
within walking distance (up to 20 minutes on foot) of the meeting venue Hotel
Laico Tunis Spa & Conference Center. If you prefer not to walk, or your hotel is
located further away, we recommend that you book a taxi at the reception of
your hotel.
 
Weather in Tunis
In the north of the country, the climate is Mediterranean, characterised by mild,
rainy winters and hot, dry summers with no marked intervening seasons. Due
to the Mediterranean climate in Tunis, the weather is usually pleasant all year
round. Temperatures in March are warm yet mild. The average temperature in
March is around 14°C but the temperature may rise as high as 18°C. Visitors
can expect to enjoy up to 9 hours of sunshine each day while in Tunis.
 
Time 
Tunisian standard time is Central European Time, UTC+1 hour.
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Currency
The Tunisian dinar (TD) is the currency of Tunisia. It is divided into 1000
millimes (mills). One dinar equals about 0.3 euros.
 
Electrical appliances
In Tunisia, the power plugs and sockets are Type C and Type E. The standard
voltage is 230 V, and the standard frequency is 50 Hz. Type C is also
known as the standard “Euro” plug. This socket also works
with plug E and plug F. Type E is of French origin and also works with plug C 
and plug F if it has an additional pinhole.
 
Internet access
Wireless internet access is available at the event venue.
 
Places to visit
From the beautiful medina to the kasbah of Tunis, from Carthage to charming
Sidi Bou Saïd, the city of Tunis offers many sightseeing highlights for visitors. 
If you would like to extend your stay after the meetings, you will certainly find
plenty of things to do and see in this vibrant Arab city with its mix of the ancient
past and the attractive urban present. You can discover the city on your own or
book organised trips both within and outside the city. There will be a travel
agency to advise you at the registration on Tuesday, March 10 if you would like
to book a trip on-site.
 
You can find more information about Tunis here: 
https://www.discovertunisia.com/en/discover/around-tunis
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Elaborating and carrying out national energy management programmes.
Conducting prospective and strategic studies, which aim at mitigating the
GHG emissions linked to energy consumption.
Carrying out strategic studies on the rational use of energy and the
development of renewable energies in order to define core areas and
intervention programmes in these fields.
Managing a national fund for energy transition, which offers a unified
mechanism to sustain activities in the field of energy conservation and
therefore guarantees the realisation and timelessness of such measures.
Elaborating the legal and regulation framework related to energy
conservation.
Granting tax and financial incentives.
Launching awareness, information, education and training campaigns.
Supporting R & D and carrying out technical demonstration projects.

ANME 
The National Agency for Energy Management (ANME) was created in 1985. 
It is a public establishment under the supervision of the Ministry of Energy
Industry and Small and Medium Enterprises. Its role is to implement state
policy in the field of energy management through studying and promoting
renewable energy, energy efficiency and energy substitution. The Agency’s
fields of work include all initiatives and actions aimed at improving the level 
of energy efficiency and diversifying energy sources, such as:

 
 
 
CTMCCV
The Technical Centre for Building Materials, Ceramics and Glass (CTMCCV) in
Tunis was founded in 1982. It is under supervision of the Minister of Industry
and Small and Medium Enterprises and notably performs, among other things,
the following tasks. It assists manufacturers through implementing quality
management systems, it modernises production methods, and it promotes
technological improvements and the quality control of solar thermal systems.
Its testing laboratory is already able to carry out tests in accordance with
international standards and will soon apply for accreditation subject to the ISO
17025. CTMCCV is preparing for its accreditation to become eligible as a
testing laboratory for the Solar Keymark Certification scheme and/or the
SHAMCI scheme.
 
 
 
INNORPI
INNORPI, the Tunisian National Institute of Standardization and Industrial
Property, is a non-administrative public institution operating under the
supervision of the Ministry of Industry, Energy and Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises and was founded in 1982. It is in charge of standardisation,
product and quality systems certification, quality promotion, and the
protection of industrial property. INNORPI establishes, in collaboration with
the bodies concerned, a general programme for the development of
standards and technical standardisation committees.
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CRTEn
The Research and Technology Centre of Energy (CRTEn) is an R & D institute
operating under the supervision of the Tunisian Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific Research and consists of five large laboratories. The main
objectives of the Centre is to support the development of the national industry
in the field of energy in order to meet the various demands for expertise
inherent to renewable energies, and to make R & D an engine of growth. With
regard to the metrological traceability (guaranteeing the international
comparability) of the measurement instruments necessary for tests carried out
on solar thermal installations, the CRTEn in Tunisia provides support in the field
of anemometers. CRTEn was accredited for the calibration of anemometers in
2019.
 
 
 
PTB and the project on 
“Strengthening Quality Infrastructure for Solar Thermal Energy”
As Germany’s national metrology institute, PTB has been Germany’s highest
authority when it comes to correct and reliable measurements for than 125
years. It is the supreme technical authority of the Federal Ministry for
Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi) and is among the top names in metrology
worldwide. For more than 50 years, PTB has shared its core competence in
international development cooperation. It supports developing and emerging
economies in the comprehensive field of quality infrastructure. The project is
running from 2016 to 2020 and has a budget of 2 million euros. Its objective is
to further develop the quality infrastructure for solar thermal energy in the
Maghreb countries and to improve the cooperation between training institutes
and quality infrastructure. The project is implemented in Algeria, Morocco, and
Tunisia. During the first phase, Mauritania was also a partner country.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The project titled “Strengthening Quality Infrastructure for Solar
Thermal Energy” is funded by the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and implemented by
PTB. The project supports its partners in hosting the GSCN, SKN, and
SHAMCI Working and Plenary Meetings 2020 in Tunis, Tunisia.
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