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Solar Heat Europe Briefing Note 

Clean Energy Industrial Forum on Renewables 
 

 
Background 

Following the announcement of the Clean Energy for All Europeans Package in November 2016, the 

European Commission established a Clean Energy Industrial Forum on Renewables (CEIF). The aim of the 

forum is to promote the competitiveness of the European renewable industry, showing that it is a mature 

economic player, and to prepare concrete recommendations to further improve its key role. In January 

2018, the CEIF hosted its first High-Level meeting, where CEOs of several companies of the renewable 

industry sat together and discussed three main topics fundamental for the renewables industry: 

competitiveness, research and innovation, and trade. 

 

Recommendations following the first High-Level meeting 

The result of the first high-level meeting was a set of recommendations to promote and ensure the 

European leadership in a decarbonised energy system. The proposal addresses key topics for the EU 

renewable industry and is divided in 3 sections, one for each topic: 

1. Competitiveness: the aim is to track the progresses made by renewable energies compared to 

conventional sources and considering Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) as the Levelized Costs of 

Energy (LCoE). Furthermore, some indicators as the number of jobs and the average age of 

employees are considered to identify the RES contribution to the EU economy and to assess the 

overall competitiveness of the EU renewable industry; 

2. Research and Innovation: this section focuses on key enabling technology and research priorities 

to establish the European leadership in the clean energy field. The emphasis is put on sector 

coupling and the key role that thermal storage, along with electrification, will play in this context. 

According to the text, private sector investments will be the main driver for R&D and innovation, 

and the EU should ensure a suitable regulatory framework combining R&I instruments with EU 

funds and national programmes; 

3. Trade: the final section of the document addresses the EU relationship with third and emerging 

countries, the topic of international financing to compete with worldwide companies, and the 

global promotion of EU’s best practices in renewable energy. 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/events/high-level-meeting-clean-energy-industrial-forum-renewables
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Next steps 

The Commission is gathering feedback and inputs from the industry associations in order to draft a more 

comprehensive document and prepare a new background note specifically on financing. The second high-

level meeting is expected to take place after the COP24 of Katowice, more likely in January 2019, ahead 

of the next EU Industry Days, planned for February 5-6.  A third High-Level meeting should take place in 

May 2019, before the end of the actual Commission. The focus of the next CEOs meeting will keep a first 

part on Competitiveness, R&I and Trade, and a second part dedicated to financing. In this context, the 

Commission is considering a couple of financing expert to be invited to attend the meeting. 


