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Context 

The European Commission shall kick-off soon the consultation process on the revision of Lot1 & 
Lot2. This constitutes an opportunity to improve the current regulation. 
 
According to the review clauses in the regulations , the topics to be addressed that are of more 
clear relevance for solar thermal are: 

a) assess any significant changes in the market shares of various types of appliances (811 & 
812); 

b) the feasibility and usefulness of indicating heater efficiency other than heat pump 
efficiency based on standardised heating seasons (811/2013); 

c) the appropriateness of the package fiches and labels (811 &812) 
d) the validity of the conversion coefficient value (813 &814) 
e) the appropriateness of third party certification (813 &814) 

 
Looking into the different aspects in more detail, the relevance for the discussion on each topic 
is as follows: 

a) this is a point for information and for later analysis 
b) this point is relevant for solar water heaters, namely termosiphon systems, which are 

mainly used in the south of Europe and as such could benefit from having a primary 
reference to the climatic conditions in the south of Europe; 

c) Broad discussion that will be more precise when more information is received from EC. In 
the meantime it is important to gather and anticipate needs for changes in the regulations. 

d) The main issue at stake is that a change in the PEF, under the review of the Energy Eficiency 
Directive, would affect the CC. If the current proposal (to reduce from 2.5 to 2.0) is carried 
and then transposed to these regulations, then an adjustment of classes would be needed, 
to prevent that inefficient products, that would be out of the market, could be reintroduced 
artificially. But it shall be considered that changes on the boundaries of the efficiency 
classes would also affect other products.  

e) It is known that there is poor market surveillance on the implementation of these 
regulations, which contributes to the poor implementation insofar. Third party certification 
would be an advantage, if options existing in the market (e.g. Solar Keymark for solar 
thermal products) can be used. That is not a clear cut, so needs to be discussed. 
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Main actions foreseen 

- Collector label 
 
Discussion held together with EHI, concluding that no action will be taken in this regard, 
considering that tow options considered were no feasible: 

- Collector label in Lot1 & Lot2 
- Voluntary collector label by industry 

 
- Thermosiphon Task-Force 

 
A task-force within ESTESC was constituted. It’s main goals were to: 

a) assist industry in understanding how to consider their systems (solar water heater, solar-
only device or package) -> short term goal for industry 

b) agreement on a standardized procedure to enable the labelling of thermosiphon solar 
water heater -> short term goal for industry 

c) contribute with proposals for the revision of the standard, concretely EN 12976-2 -> 
medium term goal on standards  

d) propose options to industry (ESTIF, EHI), on how to influence the review of LOT2. -> medium 
term goal for ERP 

 
Timing: End of 2017. Reporting at ESTIF GA. 

 
 

- Joint industry positions (ESTIF side) 

Elaboration of views on the future way solar thermal is included in the energy label and Ecodesign 
regulations with support from the main stakeholders.  

Expected output: well prepared and documented starting point for further talks with the EU 
commission on the future outline of the energy- and Ecodesign regulations. The views should be 
defined as such that the biggest impact is created on the market development for solar thermal 
and all relevant stakeholders can play their role adequately. 
 
This work will be carried out with support of SCF (7C01). Constitution of WG with experts from 
ESTESC, including KBB, BDR Thermea, VA Consult, ESTESC Chairman. Expert from storage 
company also relevant. 
 
 Timing: End by first quarter 2018. Consultation by ESTIF GA. 
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- Addition of ErP documentation to Solar Keymark database 
 
A cooperation with two experts is foreseen with the support of SCF (7C04) in order to start the 
work on improving the functionalities of the SKN database so that it be used to generate the 
documentation required for the Ecodesign and Energy label regulations. The goals include: 

a) Introduction of a new Solar Keymark service to assist the certification holders in fulfilling 
their requirements in the new ErP and to disclose the datasheet information to installers 
to assemble packages. 

b) Developing a new Solar Keymark _branch_ aimed at systems, assembled from components, 
for which the performance is calculated (SOLCAL) with the components specifications in 
the Solar Keymark datasheets 

 
Timing: Project on-hold. To be reactivated. Ideal conclusion by February 2018. 
 
 

- Improving SKN database 
 
Improve the functionalities of the Solar Keymark database so that it can be used directly by 
national/regional authorities in connection with e.g. subsidies and regulation. It will make it easy 
to make subsidies depending on performance of components/systems (e.g. estimated annual 
output). This will promote better products. Easy access to Solar Keymark data will encourage 
national/regional authorities to use these data in their programmes. It may also facilitate for 
importers or procurement schemes the search for manufacturers providing new or specific 
products. 
 
Timing: Project on-hold. To be reactivated. Ideal conclusion by February 2018. 
 
 

- ESTESC WG on Energy Labelling 
 
WG already functioning. Next meeting foreseen for 12 September.  
 
Topics open: 
 
Clarification between solar water heaters & solar-only systems:  proposed by the dedicated 

task-force on thermosyphon systems. The proposals includes a review of the current text in 

FAQ 30, on solar water heaters. This proposal would change the current interpretation in the 

FAQ, bringing it closer to the text in the regulations, considering that thermosiphon system with 

an electric backup heater should be considered a solar-only system.  
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At the last WG meeting it was not possible to agree on a common position. 

 

Clarification on testing requirements for solar storage tanks: this topic was raised by some 

experts, namely in previous discussions in ESTESC and SKN, on the need to clarify which type of 

test (and hence EN standard) should be used in different contexts. This would limit the options 

for “shopping” for best results and bring clarity to the market.  

At the last WG meeting it was not possible to agree on a common position. 

 

Distribution losses – application of 1.09 factor: this point would likely require a correction that 

could stem from the standards (EN12976), the regulations and eventually the IG. The current 

calculation represents a reduced overall efficiency of about -3 to - 7%. The solutions to this 

topic could involve several approaches and some of the changes could ramify in other changes 

(for instance, tapping cycles). Hence some discussion is needed, though there is some urgency, 

to make the review of EN12976 still a viable option. 

 

 

 

 


